
 A private initiative to ease the financial burden placed 
on the farmers and farmworkers caused by the 
shutdown of the tourism to the Rocklands area. 

Financial assistance offered to the participating Farmers 

The spirit of this fund-raising campaign is one of trust and generosity which we believe will result in a 
cooperative struggle against the difficulties imposed by COVID-19 and the lockdown of the economy.  
We sincerely wish for and will work with all to do what we can to create a future that will benefit the 
entire community. 

Beneficiary Engagement History: 

Having initially engaged with farmers in the area and understanding their financial stress five farms 
were contacted and brought on board with the initiative.  These were the farms that participate in 
the permit scheme for the area.  All the farmers supplied input in terms of the message, 
photographs and the mechanics of distribution of funds which was to handled by the Rocklands 
Association for Development as they were already active in the area and would assist with this 
function on our behalf. 

Subsequently the owner of Travellers Rest has had second thoughts about the campaign and has 
concluded that he does not feel comfortable with the farmers receiving grants or unsecured loans.  
During the process, the farmers requested that we include Bushman’s Cave.  Contact was made and 
they were included in the group.  There are two other farms that we are aware of that have not 
responded to our communications. 

The Two Parts of assistance: 

All support will be dependent on the funds available at any specific time.  The aid will be in two 
parts.  To assist the smaller farmers who are unable to enter into further debt agreements, we have 
agreed to a tiered approach with a relatively small grant being offered to those in need.  The grant 
will not be repayable.  The second phase would be an interest-free loan to the farmers repayable on 
their return to profitability.  The repaid funds will be donated directly to the Rocklands Association 
for Development (RAD) to support community upliftment projects. It is understood that this may not 
be soon.  Those who feel they do not require this grant immediately have opted to avail themselves 
of the Phase 2 directly with no grant portion.  The exact percentage allocation may vary as 
requirements change and we have no way of knowing the amount that will be available nor how 
long this will be required for. 

Phase 1 – Grant:  

1. The first R60 000 per farm will be a grant to assist the farms to continue operations and to 
keep their farmworkers employed. There will be no expectation that this will be repaid.  

2. Farms will be allocated the amounts in the agreed ratio dependant on available funds.  
3. If the UIF or Solidarity fund does assist the farms we expect that they will adjust their 

requirements.  

  



 A private initiative to ease the financial burden placed 
on the farmers and farmworkers caused by the 
shutdown of the tourism to the Rocklands area. 

Phase 2: Interest-Free Loan  

1. Should the fund have additional funds available after the grants have been withdrawn, 
farmers may request a zero-interest loan based on future income (As JP mentioned “RAD is 
not a registered financial services provider and cannot legally charge interest.”) for further 
assistance.  

2. This loan will be repayable over a five-year period commencing at an agreed time when the 
tourist levels start to return to previous levels.  At this stage it is envisaged that the 2021 
season will mark the start of the repayment period. Should this not be possible we are 
leaving the window open for an extension to be sought.  

3. The repaid funds will be received by RAD as a donation and administered by the RAD 
executive board. We are also appealing to the goodwill of the landowners that the farms 
that are most in need (e.g.: those not receiving any other form of government funding and 
financially struggling the most), to allow these landowners to receive the benefits from the 
slowly growing fund first. 

Agreements will be entered into with all participating farms in terms of expectations.  We are 
however, not expecting surety or repayment conditions that will simply place those struggling under 
further stress and wish all in Rocklands the strength and luck needed to get through this time. 

 

The Save Rocklands team. 


